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Safeguarding Training Policy  
Safeguarding training is required by Children First Act 2015 (ROI) (Section 11(3)) and as a safeguarding 

standard for best practice where individuals are involved with young people in sport.   This policy provides 

safeguarding training guidance for all people working with young people under the umbrella of Swim Ireland.  

    

Approved courses  
Swim Ireland only accept safeguarding courses that are approved by Sport Ireland or Sport NI.  If there is any 

doubt, the individual should contact their club or the Swim Ireland Education Department directly for clarity.     

 

The following courses are approved:  

Basic Awareness:  

Safeguarding 1 Workshop (ROI)  

Safeguarding Children & Young People in Sport (NI) 

These are tutor led courses and can be delivered through a virtual classroom or ‘face to face’.   

 

Basic Awareness Refreshers:  

Safeguarding 1 Refresher – Swim Ireland (free)  EventsAndBookings - JustGo 

Safeguarding 1 Refresher – Sport Ireland (free)  https://able.ineqe.com/apps/sportireland/coaches/   

Safeguarding Refresher – Sport NI (free) Safeguarding Refresher Course (sportlearningni.com) 

These courses are delivered online and are only valid if a previous tutor led course has been attended and the 

refresher is attended prior to the tutor led course expiring.  Once a refresher has been attended and deemed 

valid, the next course must be tutor led.     

 

Club Children’s Officers and Designated Liaison Person courses:  

Safeguarding 2 Club Children’s Officer (ROI) – SG2 CCO (ROI) 

Designated Safeguarding Children’s Officer (NI) – SG2 (NI) 

Safeguarding 3 (Designated Liaison Person) (ROI) – SG3 DLP (ROI)  

These are tutor led courses and can be delivered through a virtual classroom or ‘face to face’.   

 

Delivery of Courses 
Approved courses are delivered by  

Swim Ireland  

Sport Ireland 

Sport NI/Child Protection in Sport Unit  

Local Sports Partnerships   

 

Other National Governing Bodies may also deliver approved courses and these are usually accepted if they 

have been certified by either Sport Ireland or Sport NI.  Check with the Swim Ireland Education Department if 

you are intending to attend another sports body’s safeguarding course.   

 

Course Expiry and Renewal 
All safeguarding courses are valid for three (3) years from the date of attendance.   

 

Basic Awareness course: this may be renewed by attending a tutor led course or if relevant an online refresher.  

A refresher course is only valid if taken following a virtual classroom or ‘face to face’ course and the refresher 

must be completed before the expiry of that tutor led course.   

 

https://swimireland.justgo.com/Workbench/i/r/EventsAndBookings/details/9F605A08EEACDEA4BE941A6145CD34AC8E24CDAC
https://able.ineqe.com/apps/sportireland/coaches/
https://www.sportlearningni.com/product?catalog=Safeguarding-Refresher-Course
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Club Children’s Officer and Designated Liaison Person courses: each of the course may only be renewed by 

attending the relevant tutor led course.  There is no online refresher for these courses.    

 

Any expired course can only be renewed by attending a tutor led course.  A safeguarding training record 

remains on the Swim Ireland database system according to our Data Retention policy.   

   

Safeguarding training requirements  
Table 1 shows the mandatory safeguarding training requirements for the roles in Swim Ireland.  If safeguarding 

training is out of date or not valid the individual may no longer act in the role.  It is the responsibility of any 

individual to ensure they are aware of their safeguarding training needs and to maintain these in date.    

  

Table 1: Training required by role  

The requirement for each role is shown; the safeguarding training credential is only valid if in date.   

 

Role  
Basic Awareness  
Basic Awareness 
Refresher* 

SG2 CCO (ROI) 
SG2 CCO (NI) 

SG3 DLP (ROI) 

Attendee for certain 
educational courses**    

Coach / Teacher    

Children’s Officer (Club, 
Regional and National)    

Committee (Club and 
Regional)    

Official – Licenced only    

Official – except 
timekeeper    

Sports Science 
Practitioner     

Events Staff     

Swim Ireland Board    

Swim Ireland National 
Committee***     

Team Manager    

Tutor    

*Check rules regarding attending Basic Awareness Refresher 
**Check requirements for pre-requisites for certain educational courses  
*** Check National committee briefing note for requirements for specific committees 

 

Where a Swim Ireland course is attended, the certificate of attendance will be awarded on completion of the 

course.   

Where a course is attended outside Swim Ireland or where a refresher course is taken the participant must 

upload a copy of the certificate to their profile for approval by Swim Ireland.  The certificate must be approved 

on the membership system to be deemed valid.  If the course is not an approved one, or the attendance of the 

course is not within the rules, the credential will be cancelled.    
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Children’s Officer upskilling requirements 
In addition to the safeguarding courses required there are additional upskilling opportunities for Children’s 

Officer through monthly CCO Forums.  Children’s Officers should attend these CCO Forums and Clubs should 

encourage their attendance.    

 

Other Training requirements  
Other training or qualifications may be required for certain roles in addition to safeguarding training.  

Requirements should be checked with the Education Department or with the Clubs Department.  This 

information is available on the relevant section on the Swim Ireland website.   

 

Individuals taking up a role should check what qualifications are needed, and how these may be obtained.  It is 

the responsibility of everyone to ensure they have the correct and approved requirement(s) for their intended 

role or intended course.    

 

Regions and clubs are responsible for ensuring that any individual appointed to a role meets the membership 

and training requirements.    

 

    


